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the last known address of the claimant
or the claimant’s attorney of record. A
copy of the Proposed Decision shall be
available for public inspection at the
offices of the Commission.

(d) It shall be the policy of the Com-
mission to post on a bulletin board any
information of general interest to
claimants before the Commission.

(e) When the Proposed Decision de-
nies a claim in whole or in part, the
claimant may within 15 days of service
thereof file objections to such denial,
assigning the errors relied upon, with
accompanying brief in support thereof,
and may request a hearing on the
claim, specifying whether for the tak-
ing of evidence or only for the hearing
of oral argument upon the errors as-
signed.

(f) Copies of objections to or requests
for hearings on Proposed Decisions
shall be available for public inspection
at the Commission’s offices.

(g) Upon the expiration of 30 days
after service or receipt of notice, if no
objection under this section has in the
meantime been filed, a staff Proposed
Decision, upon approval by the Com-
mission, shall become the Commis-
sion’s final determination and decision
on the claim. A Proposed Decision
issued by the Commission may become
final after 30 days without further
order or decision by the Commission.

(h) If an objection has in the mean-
time been filed, but no hearing re-
quested, the Commission may, after
due consideration thereof, (1) issue a
Final Decision affirming or modifying
its Proposed Decision, (2) issue an
Amended Proposed Decision, or (3) on
its own motion order hearing thereon,
indicating whether for the taking of
evidence on specified questions or only
for the hearing of oral arguments.

(i) After the conclusion of a hearing,
upon the expiration of any time al-
lowed by the Commission for further
submissions, the Commission may pro-
ceed to issue a Final Decision in deter-
mination of the claim.

(j)(1) In case an individual claimant
dies prior to the issuance of the Final
Decision, such person’s legal represent-
ative shall be substituted as party
claimant. However, upon failure of a
representative to qualify for substi-
tution, the Commission may issue its

decision in the name of the estate of
the deceased and, in case of an award,
certify the award in the same manner
to the Secretary of the Treasury for
payment, if the payment of such award
is provided for by statute.

(2) Notice of the Commission’s action
under this paragraph shall be for-
warded to the claimant’s attorney of
record, or if the claimant is not rep-
resented by an attorney, such notice
shall be addressed to the estate of the
claimant at the last known place of
residence.

(3) The term ‘‘legal representative’’
as applied in this paragraph means, in
general, the administrator or executor,
heir(s), next of kin, or descendant(s).

(k) After the date of filing with the
Commission no claim shall be amended
to reflect the assignment thereof by
the claimant to any other person or en-
tity except as otherwise provided by
statute.

(l) At any time after a final Decision
has been issued on a claim, or a Pro-
posed Decision has been entered as the
Final Decision on a claim, but not
later than 60 days before the comple-
tion date of the Commission’s affairs in
connection with the program under
which such claim is filed, a petition to
reopen on the ground of newly discov-
ered evidence may be filed. No such pe-
tition shall be entertained unless it ap-
pears therein that the newly discovered
evidence came to the knowledge of the
party filing the petition subsequent to
the date of issuance of the Final Deci-
sion or the date on which the Proposed
Decision was entered as the Final Deci-
sion; that it was not for want of due
diligence that such evidence did not
come sooner to the claimant’s knowl-
edge;’ and that the evidence is mate-
rial, and not merely cumulative, and
that reconsideration of the matter on
the basis of such evidence would
produce a different decision. Such peti-
tion shall include a statement of the
facts which the petitioner expects to
prove, the name and address of each
witness, the identity of documents, and
the reasons for failure to make earlier
submission of the evidence.

§ 531.6 Hearings.
(a) Hearings, whether upon the Com-

mission’s own motion or upon request
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of claimant, shall be held upon not less
than fifteen days’ notice of the time
and place thereof.

(b) Such hearings shall be open to the
public unless otherwise requested by
claimant and ordered by the Commis-
sion.

(c) Such hearings shall be conducted
by the Commission, its designee or des-
ignees. Oral testimony and documen-
tary evidence, including depositions
that may have been taken as provided
by statute and the rules of practices,
may be offered in evidence on the
claimant’s behalf or by counsel for the
Commission designated by it to rep-
resent the public interest opposed to
the allowance of any unjust or un-
founded claim or portion thereof; and
either may cross-examine as to evi-
dence offered through witnesses on be-
half of the other. Objections to the ad-
mission of any such evidence shall be
ruled upon by the presiding officer.

(d) The claimant shall be the moving
party, and shall have the burden of
proof on all issues involved in the de-
termination of his or her claim.

(e) Hearings may be stenographically
reported either at the request of the
claimant or upon the discretion of the
Commission. A claimant making such
a request shall notify the Commission
at least ten (10) days prior to the hear-
ing date. When a stenographic record of
a hearing is ordered at the claimant’s
request, the cost of such reporting and
transcription may be charged to the
claimant.

§ 531.7 Presettlement conference.

The Commission on its own motion
or initiative, or upon the application of
a claimant for good cause shown, may
direct that a presettlement conference
be held with respect to any issue in-
volved in a claim.
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